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Sports Hallof Fame honorees revealed to Rotarans

Rotary Club of Dayton
took a trip through decades
of Bronco history as guest
speaker Larry Wadzeck and
President of the Sports Hall
of Fame presented the history
of the museum, introduced its
2026 class of inductees, and
shared details about efforts to
preserve Dayton’s athletic
heritage for future genera-
tions. Rotarian Michelle
Hampton arranged the pro-
gram. Wadzeck was accom-
panied by Suzanne Hicks,
who is the secretary and
Board Member of the Hall of
Fame.

The Dayton Sports Hall of
Fame Museum is housed at
Nottingham, the former Day-
ton High School and later
junior high campus, through
the support of Dayton Inde-
pendent School District. The
museum occupies rooms near
the south wing leading to-
ward the football field and is
open during the Varsity Day-
ton home football games.
Visits can also be arranged at
other times. Wadzeck de-
scribed the museum as a con-
tinuing “work in progress,”
but one the organization is
proud to share with the com-
munity.

This year’s Hall of Fame
class includes a champi-
onship-caliber team, long-
time Bronco supporters and
nine individual athletes
whose accomplishments span

generations of Dayton athlet-
cs. “Today, I will only give
a teaser of the induction pro-
gram. So, I hope everyone
will come out and learn more

about these outstanding
Broncos,” stated Larry
Wadzeck.

The 1998 Dayton Lady
Broncos basketball team will
be inducted after a memo-
rable season in which the
team won district, bi-district
and area championships and
advanced deep into the play-
offs. Several members con-
tinued their athletic careers at
the collegiate level, includ-
ing Stacey Robinson, who
went on to play basketball at
UCLA. This team was
coached by Suzanne Bagwell
Davis.

Longtime Bronco sup-
porters and DHS graduates
Jim and Peggy Smesny will
also be honored as the out-
standing fans. Wadzeck de-
scribed the couple as
supporters whose commit-
ment extends far beyond Fri-
day night football. Through
the years, they have sup-
ported football, basketball,
baseball, softball, track and
other Dayton programs at
home and on the road. Their
service to Dayton ISD also
includes Jim’s years on the
school board and Peggy’s ca-
reer as an educator.

The nine individual ath-
lete inductees represent sev-

eral generations of Bronco
excellence. First, are sisters
Hannah Bell and Presley
Bell who both were multi-
sport standouts at Dayton
High School. Hannah earned
numerous All-District and
All-State honors before sign-
ing to play softball at Texas
Tech. Presley became an ac-
complished pitcher at the
University of Houston and
later entered coaching. She
now serves as a pitching
coach at Lamar University.

Jerry Boone, a 1954 Day-
ton High School graduate,
was a standout quarterback
and basketball player before
playing quarterback at Lamar
University. His induction
adds another member of the
Boone family to the Hall of
Fame.

Juan Jose Carranco dis-
tinguished himself as one of
Dayton’s top kicking special-
ists. A multi-year All-District
and All-State performer, Car-
ranco continued his football
career at Lamar University,
where he became known for
his precision as a punter.

Ardist Conner excelled in
football, basketball and base-
ball at Dayton High School.
In addition to his athletic
achievements, he was an
honor graduate who went on
to attend and graduate from
the United States Military
Academy at West Point.

Chad Collins was an out-

. & M S ks §
L-R: Rotarians Michelle Hampton and Jessica Johnson, Sports HoF
Board Members Carolyn Land, Mary Ellen Conner, Larry Wadzeck, and
Suzanne Hicks

Classified Ads

Rotary Spotlight Tammy Alexander and President
Elizabeth Robertson

standing Dayton basketball
player who later built an ex-
tensive coaching career. Over
more than two decades,
Collins accumulated more
than 500 basketball victories
while leading very successful
programs at several Texas
schools. Collins retired in
2010, yet he later returned to
coaching for a particularly
meaningful reason — the op-
portunity to coach his grand-
daughters.

Dorothy Jo (DJ) Mazzu com-
peted at the cross-country
state meet 2 years in high
school with her CC team and
was named All-State Honor-
able Mention. She was a
member of the first lady
Broncos powerlifting team
where she placed 2nd in re-
gional and qualified for state.
Her true passion was compet-
itive  cheerleading.  She
achieved state-level champi-
onships and went on to be a
4-year cheerleader at Florida
State University after making
the team through a tough try-
out process with over 500 ap-
plicants and only 12 spots
available.

Aaron Ripkowski went
from Dayton Bronco football
to the University of Okla-
homa and then the National
Football League. He was se-
lected by the Green Bay
Packers in the 2015 NFL
Draft and played fullback and
special teams during his pro-
fessional career. Wadzeck
noted one memorable distinc-
tion from Ripkowski’s NFL
career: he caught a touch-

Texas at El Paso.

Wadzeck emphasized that
athletic statistics tell only part
of the story when candidates
are considered for induction.
Character is a significant part
of the Hall of Fame selection
process. The committee con-
siders not only what nominees
accomplished on a field, court
or track, but also how they
represented themselves, their
families, their schools and the
Dayton community through-
out their lives. That philoso-
phy gives the Hall of Fame a
purpose beyond recognizing
athletic records. It provides
current students with exam-
ples of former Broncos who
combined achievement with
character and service. Candi-
dates must first be nominated
to be considered. Nomination
forms are available through
Dayton ISD, including a digi-
tal option.

Wadzeck also gave Rotari-
ans a look at the John Paul Ott
Athletic Courtyard, another
big project aimed at preserv-
ing Dayton’s sports history.
The courtyard was built on
Dayton ISD property near
Nottingham. It started with
commemorative bricks honor-
ing athletes, coaches, teams,
and supporters, but grew into
a much bigger project. With
private donations and commu-
nity support, the Hall of Fame
was able to create a perma-
nent courtyard that Wadzeck
said Dayton ISD and the com-
munity can be proud of. Spe-
cial thanks goes out to
Clayton Bracey, who helped

to attend, describing the an-
nual event as something of a
“mini class reunion,” where
generations of Broncos re-
connect while celebrating
Dayton’s athletic history.

Before concluding, Wadzeck
recognized longtime Rotar-
ian Bill Buchanan and re-
flected on the important role
local radio once played in
connecting former Dayton
residents and military per-
sonnel around the world with
Bronco athletics. He recalled
receiving messages from
people far from home and
other countries around the
world, who listened to Day-
ton games online, including
service members overseas
who stayed up during the
early morning hours just to
hear their Broncos play. For
them, Wadzeck said, the
broadcasts provided a small
piece of home.

At the conclusion of the
program, the Rotary Club of
Dayton presented Wadzeck
with a letter of appreciation
for sharing the history and
work of the Dayton Sports
Hall of Fame.

The club also recog-
nized Tammy Alexander as
its  Rotarian  Spotlight.
Alexander serves as secre-
tary of the Rotary Club of
Dayton and was recognized
for the considerable work she
performs behind the scenes,
her attention to detail, partic-
ipation in service projects
and continued commitment
to the club and community.

The meeting concluded
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If the vehicle is not
claimed 30 days after
the date this notice is
sent give this vehicle
storage facility the right
to dispose of the vehi-
cle. Additionally, fail-
ure to claim the vehicle
is a waiver of all rights,
title, or interest in the
vehicle and personal
property and a consent
to sell the vehicle at a
public sale.

ASPHALT & (ULVERTS

DAYTON CONCRETE
Foundations - Driveways - Striping
Sldewalks Pavement Breg

936-257-135

Email: daytonconcrete1962 @yahoo.com

Dayton Plumbing Co LLC

RMP# 19430

936-258-3858

& www.dayton-plumbingco.com
i office@dayton-plumbingco.com

Mocean Counseling & Consulting, PLLC

All telehealth therapy sessions.

$125/individual $150/couples
Moceancc.com
832-930-2709
Catherine Trinh, MS, LPC

Insurance: Aetna, Medicare,
Cigna, UHC/Optum, BCBS, TriWest
First Health Network
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Magnolia Place

HEALTH CARE, LLP.

Laundry/Housekeeping

Please come by and fill out an application.

1620 Magnolia - Liberty
936-336-8844

WE'RE
HIRING

COOIX

Accepting applications
Monday - Friday
8am.-5p.m.

~ Magnolia Place
HEALTH CARE, LLP.

1620 Magnolia Street - Liberty
936-336-8844 - 936-336-5316 (Fax)

magnoliaplacellp.com

@Magno]ia Place
' 9 Health Care, LLP.
is currently hiring

COOK’S
HELPER

ROTATING SHIFTS
5-1 and 11-7

Please come by and fill out an application.

1620 Magnolia - Liberty
936-336-8844

QBE Magnolia Place

HEALTH CARE, LLP.

.

Now Hiring!
DIETARY AIDE
Please come by and fill out an application

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1620 Magnolia Street - Liberty

S@ A phone: 936-336-8844
Fax: 936-336-5316

| / magnoliaplacellp.com




