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HISTORY & FOLKLORE

GLENN PRATER

Portrait drawing by Wiley Smith

Feom The Libevty Gazette, Januavy 13, 1972 —

Good Scout
Glenn R. Prater

“A Scout is trustwor-
thy...loyal...helpful...
friendly...courteous...
kind.” And if these are the
qualifications for being a
Scout, then Glenn R.
Prater of Dayton has ful-
filled a lifetime dream.
For it was the boyhood
dream of the young boy
from Bowie, Texas, to be
a Boy Scout, and since his
small town did not have a
troop, he waited until he
was married and had his
own son before he joined
the Scouts.

The Dayton Postmaster
was a native of Bowie and
received his formal high
school education there. In
1942, he joined the Air
Force. After a four-year
stretch as a bombardier on
B-29s, Prater was dis-
charged from the Air
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Force with the commis-
sion of a first lieutenant.

In 1946, the -civic-
minded Daytonite joined
the Texas Highway Patrol
and was stationed in Day-
ton. The times for high-
way patrolmen in those
days were not so easy as it
is for the expanding force
of today, as Prater recalled
having worked 27 wrecks
in one day on his route.

It was in 1956 that
Prater became the post-
master in Dayton, follow-
ing his marriage to his
wife, Vivian, in 1950.
Their only son, Carey,
was born in 1956.

Being very much inter-
ested in the Dayton com-
munity, Prater joined the
Rotary Club and was a
member for 10 years. He
also served as a lieu-
tenant, captain and then
assistant chief for the
Dayton Fire Department
over a period of 12 years.

Prater began his work
with the Boy Scouts in
January of 1967, after the
post office employees
began working a five-day
workweek for the first
time since his employ-
ment there. It was then
that he found he had a lit-
tle spare time on his hands
and began his work as
Scoutmaster for Troop 64
in Dayton.

“The Scoutmaster is
the backbone of the whole
scouting operation,” Prater
commented, “you have to
give the boys their moti-
vation.” Prater was the
backbone for this troop
for three years and since
then has been appointed
as a district commissioner
for the last two years. If
Prater had his way, he
would still be a Scoutmas-
ter. “The Scoutmaster
comes more in contact
with the boys while the
commissioner is in close
contact with the area
Scoutmaster,” Prater ex-
plained. “The district
commissioner is a go-be-
tween between the Scout-
masters and the District
Committee.”

In his role as Scout-
master, Prater has had
much training and experi-
ence. In 1967 he attended
a one-week training
course in New Mexico for
Scoutmasters and in 1968
he attended a training
course for Scoutmasters
called the Woodbatch
Training Center, what
Prater described as a “col-
lege course for Scoutmas-
ters.”

One of his greatest ac-
complishments was his
traveling to the Seventh
National Scout Jamboree
in Faragut, Idaho, in 1969.
There he and six area
Scouts met with some
37,000 other Scouts from

across the nation for fel-
lowship and exchange of
ideas.

The purpose of Boy
Scouting, according to the
district commissioner, is
to “stress citizenship
training, character devel-
opment and personal fit-
ness.” Prater added that
his main goal for each of
his Scouts had been just
that, and also explained
that at times Scouts
thought maybe he was
pushing them too hard.
“Sometimes they hated to
see me coming,” he added
jokingly.

The humble Scout
leader was all smiles at
the recent Eagle Court of
Honor, where four area
youths were installed as
Eagle Scouts, including
his own son. And there
was much reason for his
happy expression, as each
of the four boys stated in
their acknowledgements
that they would not have
made the rank of the
Eagle if it had not been
for the help and guidance
of Mr. Prater.

“I feel well rewarded,”
Prater explained, “in that
the boys thanked me.
Knowing that you had
something to do with their
accomplishments is quite
rewarding.”

The Scouting enthusi-
ast is sometimes disheart-
ened with the fact that the
public acceptance of
Scouting is not what it
should be, and often times
some of the Scouts drop
out of their troop or post
before they reach the rank
of Eagle Scout.

“Training in Scouting is
training that you can’t get
anywhere else,” Prater ex-
plained. “We need a lot
more support of it. The
people need to see that
Scouting is more than tying
knots and building fires.”

Prater cited a quotation
that was printed on the
program at the Eagle
Scout initiation that pretty
well summed up his feel-
ing about Scouting and
what the Boy Scouts of
America are doing for the
world today. The quota-
tion reads, “It is the pur-
pose of the Boy Scouts of
America to provide for
boys an effective program
designed to build desir-
able qualities of character,
to train in the responsibil-
ities of participating citi-
zenship and to develop in
them personal fitness,
thus to help in the devel-
opment of American citi-
zens...”

So a lifetime dream has
become a reality — Glenn
Prater is truly a Scout, a
pioneer in the building of
men and future citizens of
the community, the state,
and the nation.
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