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1206 N. Travis St., Liberty •936-336-7247

Are you or a loved one in need of rehabilitation or medical/
clinical assistance?

Do you have a loved one who is a senior and has Medicare,
but don't know what their bene$ts will help with?

Do you have a loved one who has been diagnosed with
Alzheimer's or dementia? 

Do you know the full bene$ts a skilled nursing facility has
to o#er? Or have you ever wondered?

5 QUESTIONS 

If you’ve answered these questions with YES or are interested in more
information, give us a call. We’ll be glad to assist or answer any questions
you may have. Whether it’s about Medicare/Medicaid bene�ts, skilled
nursing care or long term care that you or a loved one may be in need of
we are here to help.

NNSSCC MMiillkk TThhiissttllee
SAVE 50%
$29.98 Retail $59.95 
You SAVE $29.98 per bottle!

OFFER EXPIRES 10/13/25

Milk Thistle is an herb that acts as a potent natural liver protectant.
Together with MG Beta Glucan, NSC Milk Thistle provides a dynamic
combination for a natural liver cleanse and detox with no negative side
effects on the liver. Drink 8 glasses of quality water daily to provide
additional cleansing benefits.

www.nsc24.com 888-541-3997

Williamson 
LP Gas
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RReessiiddeennttiiaall -- CCoommmmeerrcciiaall -- IInndduussttrriiaall

Call us at 936-258-2802!

SSeerrvviinngg tthhee ccoommmmuunniittiieess ooff DDaayyttoonn,, HHuuffffmmaann,, CCrroossbbyy,, KKeenneeffiicckk,, OOlldd RRiivveerr aanndd ootthheerr ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg aarreeaass..

Tank Installation
Free Onsite Estimates
Parts
New Cylinders
Bottlegas
Cylinder Requalification

MMeeeettiinngg yyoouurr
pprrooppaannee nneeeeddss
–– SSiinnccee 11995533 ––

HISTORY & FOLKLORE

    One cannot review the
history of the Town of Lib-
erty without considering its
importance as the seat of
government of the Munici-
pality of Liberty. The Mexi-
can system of government
provided for the establish-
ment of departments which
were divided into municipal-
ities, each of which con-
sisted of one or more towns
and the surrounding terri-
tory. When Jose Fran-
cisco Madero proceeded
with the election of the
Ayuntamiento of the Town
of Liberty in 1831, he was
establishing a government
for the Municipality of Lib-
erty, the territorial jurisdic-
tion of which extended from
the Sabine River on the East
to the San Jacinto River on
the West and from the South-
ern line of the Municipality
of Nacogdoches on the
North to the Gulf of Mexico
on the South. This area in-
cluded present-day Cham-
bers, Hardin, Jasper,
Jefferson, Liberty, Newton,
Orange, Polk, San Jacinto,
and Tyler counties and por-
tions of present-day Galve-
ston, Harris, Madison,
Montgomery, and Walker
counties. More appropri-
ately, it can be said that the
Municipality of Liberty en-
compassed all of Southeast
Texas in 1831. This was es-
sentially the same area that
previously was included
within the limits of the Atas-
cosito District of 1826.
    In establishing the Town
of Liberty, Madero desig-
nated several plazas, accord-
ing to Mexican law,
including a square measur-
ing one hundred twenty
varas (333.33 feet) on each
side, for the Casa Consistor-
ial (Court House).
    The first courthouse on
this square was erected in
1831. In Madero’s report of
the election of the officers of
the Ayuntamiento of the
Villa de la Santissima
Trinidad de la Libertad,
which was communicated to
the Chief of the Department
of Bexar in May of 1831, he
refers to the “Court Room of
the Town of Liberty.” Also,
“The Journal of a Traveller”
in a Visit to Texas in 1831
reported that an election had
just been held here…“in a
small log building just
erected for a court house.”

posed to the weather by open
doors and windows.

    Finally, on October 27,
1849, the trustees accepted
the courthouse as being in
compliance with the contract
with Booth made in Decem-
ber 1842 and final drafts for
this work were ordered paid
on February 1, 1850, thus
ending a seven year period
from “contract” to “comple-
tion” on Liberty County’s
third courthouse.
    By December of 1856, it
appeared necessary to build
a larger and more suitable
courthouse than the one then
occupied and in February,
1857, the Trustees of the
Town of Liberty donated all
of the Town’s surplus
monies to the County Court
to assist the county in build-
ing a brick courthouse. On
May 18, 1857, the Town
Trustees met in convention
with the County Court and
adopted a resolution author-
izing the county to survey
off into sections, divided
into 40 acre tracts, all the un-
appropriated bottom lands
on the West side of the Trin-
ity River, with certain excep-
tions, and offer these lands
to the highest bidder at pub-
lic sale, providing that the
minimum price would be
$2.00 per acre, and to use
these funds in constructing a
new courthouse.
    Liberty County’s fourth
courthouse, its first one con-
structed of brick, was fi-
nanced primarily from the
sale of land belonging to the
Town of Liberty. Its con-
struction apparently had
been completed by Septem-
ber 18, 1857, for on that date
the Town Trustees estab-

said building.” (courthouse)
In May of 1848, the trustees
authorized the contractor to
substitute pine lumber in-
stead of cypress lumber for
finishing the ceiling of the
courthouse. From September
1848 through September
1849 the contract for the
construction of this court-
house was under investiga-
tion and the Committee on
Public Buildings reported to
the Board of Trustees of the
Town of Liberty on Septem-

ber 27, 1849, as fol-
lows:

That they deem it
highly important
that the Board take
immediate action
upon the unsettled
business in relation
to the contract for
the erection and
completion of a
Court House, exist-
ing between Mr. Jno.
S. Booth and the
Corporation. Said

contract seems to be of many
years standing and your
Committee, for want of data,
and in consequence of the
loose state of the books and
papers belonging to the Cor-
poration, are not prepared to
report the amount that may
be due on the same, or
whether it has been com-
plied with on the part of the
contractor. Nor are your
committee aware that the
building has been completed
and put in possession of the
Board of Trustees by the per-
son imployed (sic) for that
purpose. If not, your Com-
mittee would recommend a
speedy investigation of the
matter that measures may be
taken to keep the house in a
proper state of preservation,
as it is almost constantly ex-

Madero had arrived in Atas-
cosito in the early part of
1831 and by March 30th had
selected the league of land
occupied by Juan M. Smith
(now Liberty) and Moss’s
Bluff as the two places to be
voted on as the seat of gov-
ernment. In an election on
May 1, 1831, Smith’s Plan-
tation won out over Moss’s
Bluff.
    The Municipality of Lib-
erty was one of twenty-three
municipalities established in
Texas and the Town of Lib-
erty served as the seat of
government of this Munici-
pality until after Texas won
its independence from Mex-
ico in April of 1836.
By October of that
year, the government
of the new Republic
of Texas was organ-
ized and began to
function and the
twenty-three Mexi-
can municipalities
became counties and
Liberty became the
county seat of the
newly designated
County of Liberty;
however, it was not
until December 18,
1837, that the Congress of
the Republic of Texas offi-
cially defined the boundaries
of the newly created County
of Liberty, as follows:

    BEGINNING on the Gulf
of Mexico at the southwest-
ern corner of Jefferson
(County);
    THENCE north along the
western boundary line of
said County to the Big Sandy
Creek;
    THENCE down said
Creek with said County line,
to its entrance into the
Neches River;
    THENCE up said River to
the southeastern corner of
the county of Houston;
    THENCE south of west
along the southern boundary
line of said County to the
Trinity River;
    THENCE across the river
in the  same direction to a
point nine miles distance;
    THENCE in a direct line
to the head of Cedar Bayou;
    THENCE down said
Bayou to its entrance into the
Gulf of Mexico;
    THENCE along said Gulf
with its meandering, includ-
ing the Trinity Bay, to the
PLACE OF BEGINNING.

    Within these boundaries
was the territory which now
constitutes all of present-day
Liberty, Polk, and Tyler
counties and parts of pres-
ent-day Chambers, Galve-
ston, Hardin, and San
Jacinto counties.
    The first courthouse for
this jurisdiction, constructed
in 1831, as the above ac-
counts indicate, was in all
probability the “hewed log
building twenty-two feet
square” which was described

by David Carlton Hardee as
the Liberty County Court-
house “in the latter part of
the year 1840.” Hardee’s de-
scription is set out in a letter,
one of several written by
him to The Patron and
Gleaner, a newspaper pub-
lished in Rich Square, North
Carolina, relating to his ex-
periences while living in
Texas from 1838 to 1843.
Practically all of the official
records of Liberty County
were destroyed in fires on
December 27, 1872 and on
December 12, 1874; there-
fore, descriptions such as the
one related by Hardee are re-
lied on as the best available
source of information con-
cerning some of the early
history of Liberty County.
    The next known descrip-
tion of a Liberty County
courthouse is from the pen
of Jesse D. Lum. In a letter
written in 1891, Lum de-
scribes the courthouse in the
Summer of 1843 as being “a
framed house, one story, 24
x 28 ft. studed (sic) with
pealed (sic) pine poles and
weatherboarded with split
cypress boards.” This would
have been Liberty County’s
second courthouse, con-
structed sometime after the
latter part of the year 1840,
when Hardee saw a “hewed
log” courthouse here.
    Liberty County’s third
courthouse was a two-story

frame structure, 32 feet by
40 feet, constructed of cy-
press and pine lumber and
erected on cypress blocks
two feet above the ground.
The lower floor, with a four-
teen foot ceiling, served as
the court room. The upper
floor, with a ten foot ceiling,
was divided into four rooms
of equal size. Although an
advertisement for sealed
proposals to construct such a
building appeared in a Hous-
ton newspaper in May of

1838, no action was taken on
such a project until Decem-
ber of 1842, at which time
the Board of Trustees of the
Town of Liberty entered into
a contract with John S.
Booth to construct a court-
house. It was not until a year
later, December, 1843, that
the Town Trustees appointed
a committee to supervise the
building of the new court-
house. At that time, the
trustees empowered the
committee to alter and
amend the original plan of
said house so as to make two
additional doors in the same
to open on the east and west
sides; also to alter and
amend the original plan to
cause two pair of small stairs
to run up on the inside of
said house from that part of
the house intended as jury
boxes.

    Apparently there was
some delay in the com-
mencement of the construc-
tion of this courthouse and
once started there were nu-
merous delays before it was
completed. According to the
action of the trustees, con-
struction on this courthouse
did not begin before the
early part of 1844 or possi-
bly as late as 1845 or early
1846. In October of 1846,
the trustees empowered a
committee “to make con-
tracts for the completion of

1895 LIBERTY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

The first courthouse for this
jurisdiction, constructed in

1831, ... was in all probability
the “hewed log building
twenty-two feet square” ...
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Tire & Auto

1020 US Hwy. 90 • Liberty, TX 77575
Phone (936) 334-9500 • www.milamtireandauto.com

COMPLETE AUTO CARE . . . more than just tires!

VISIT US IN STORE OR ONLINE! TTIIRREE && AAUUTTOO


