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Voting by mail is limited to Tex-
ans in the following categories:
     • 65 years of age or older
     • Sick or disabled
     • Expecting to give birth
within three weeks before or
after Election Day
     • Absent from the county of
registration during the Early
Voting period and on Election

quest ballots by mail for all
county elections in the calendar
year. To do so, simply mark an-
nual application on your appli-
cation for a ballot by mail when
selecting the election for which
you are applying.
     Applications to vote by mail
and more information can be
found at VoteTexas.gov.

Day
     • Civilly committed under
Chapter 841 of the Texas Health
and Safety Code
     • Confined in jail, but other-
wise eligible
     If you are voting by mail be-
cause you are disabled or are 65
years of age or older, you may
use a single application to re-

crafts and activities along with
refreshments and free food. For
more information, contact the
library at 936-258-7060 or
email jonespubliclibrary@day-
tontx.org. Visit the Jones Public
Library event page on Facebook
for additional information. 

Request mail ballots by Feb. 20, Continued from Page A-1

Excerpted from original article
by Lisa Meisch, Archivist/-
Curator, Sam Houston
Regional Library and
Research Center

     This area has its own special
connection to the Olympics.
Did you know that the Olympic
Torch Relay passed through
Southeast Texas ahead of the
1996 Summer Olympic Games
in Atlanta, Georgia, 30 years
ago? As the Olympic flame
journeyed across the continental
United States, from Olympia,
Greece, the relay passed for the
first time through Southeast
Texas on May 22. Liberty was
one of only five cities in Texas
where the relay stopped for a
ceremony and lunch for relay
participants.
     The Sam Houston Regional
Library and Research Center
(SHC) in Liberty is shining a
spotlight on the area’s past
Olympics involvement and of-
fering a new presentation to
local groups! Archivists from
the Center are available to visit

a.m. - 4 p.m. The finding aid is
available online: Olympic Torch
Relay collection (https://txarchives-
.org/tslac/finding_aids/00052.xml).
     If your local group is inter-
ested in a presentation on this
topic, please contact SHC staff at
SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
or (936) 336-8821.

organizations and share a
slideshow including historic
photographs and collection ma-
terials, answer attendee ques-
tions and provide guidance on
how to get started with archival
research.
     The Sam Houston Center’s
Olympic Torch Relay collection
documents the event in Liberty
and the relay’s passage through
Southeast Texas. The collection
includes photographs of the
Liberty event and local relay
participants, clippings from var-
ious Southeast Texas newspa-
pers pertaining to the relay as it
passed through the area, event
maps, meeting minutes and
notes documenting the planning
and organizing of the Liberty
event by a local committee,
posters and other publicity ma-
terials and even the torch car-
ried in the Liberty area. 
     Visitors may view this and
other collections at the Sam
Houston Center during business
hours, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday, and Saturday 9

View Olympic Torch Relay collection at SHC

     LIBERTY - The Liberty
Municipal Library will wel-
come author Lauri Smith, who
will introduce her book 112
Days: A Caregiver’s Journey
From Desperation to Hope.
Smith will be at the library Sat.,
Feb. 28, from 1-3 p.m. She will
be available to visit with the
public, share her story, offer en-
couragement, and provide an
opportunity for book signing. 
     Smith is a grateful recipient
of the love of Jesus. He leads her
on ongoing adventures of the
soul as she continues digging

deeper to gain knowledge and
understanding of the incompre-
hensible grace and God-ness of
God. Her passion for writing is
inborn and she is honored to
share it as a ministry tool to en-
courage others. This book is the
result of a clear calling from God. 
     Smith is qualified to write
about the many facets of care-
giving because she experienced
all of them with her dad in the
last months of his life. God
placed a deep longing within
her to reach out to others with
her story. She brings a real, raw,

unfiltered testimony and offers
it fully to the reader. She
chooses to make herself vulner-
able because it’s that important
to reach those who need assur-
ance that they are not alone in
their struggles and the accompa-
nying myriad of emotions that
make up any caregiving journey.
She also wants to testify about
the love of God, who does not
turn away from desperation and
painful unrehearsed heart cries,
but responds with tender com-
passion every time, even when
it is not evident until later. 

Book signing for Lauri Smith at Liberty Municipal Library

Local authors at
Jones Library
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